
Reflections SA Closed Round 6 by Dr Adv Lyndon Bouah  

The women's section is a tightly fought contest with a number of players in with a chance. Let's have 

a look at the names on the trophy:  

 

1.     2000.    Michelle Minnaar 

 

2.     2001.  WIM Cecile Van Der Merwe  

 

3.    2002 - Mignon Pretorius 

 

4.    2003 - Mignon Pretorius  

 

5.   2004   - Carmen De Jager  

 

6.   2005.  - WIM Denise Frick  

 

7.   2008. - Carmen De Jager  

 

8.   2013 - WIM Denise Frick  

 

9.   2015 - WIM Denise Frick  

 
 



It is thus noted that at the beginning of the twentieth century the Ladies played a separate SA closed 

and staged one event every year until it was combined with the Open section of the Closed. Many 

players have asked me why it is called the Open Closed. Well that's because the Open is open to men 

and women whereas the women is only open to the women! 

 

And yes you read correctly that between 2008 and 2013 there were no Sa Closed for women. I am 

glad that this has now been corrected.  

 

In 2005 WIM Cecile van Der Merwe became the first and thus far only women to play in the men's 

section of the Closed in 2005. Interestingly in 2005 Marany Meyer played in the African 

Championships in the Open section. So quite a revolutionary year for women's chess.  

 

The Cape Times newspaper reported today that Raelene Castle was appointed CEO of Rugby 

Australia. This is the first time in Australia that a woman has been appointed to the top position of 

one of the major codes in Australia.  

 

At this event I have been approached by a number of women players questioning why the prize fund 

is different from Open section. It is a fair question. I am on record as favouring that the prize 

moment must be the same because no airline or hotel group discriminates on the basis of gender. 

You pay the same expenses to travel to Cape Town and receive the same status as ultimate 

champion so why shouldn't the prize money be the same? 

 

In tennis at the Grand Slam events the prize money is already the same so perhaps Chessa should 

show the rest of Africa why we are viewed as progressive? I know that in FIDE and in Africa that the 

Open section receives more prize money but I am not convinced that following this precedent is in 

the interest of justice. Should we not be bold and state that we want equal prize money at the SA 

Closed? What say Playcom? In law the doctrine of precedent must be followed unless it is clearly 

wrong. I submit that in our modern constitutional state that we have moved in the area of gender 

rights and that we should add to the prize money in the women's section and that it is wrong to 

follow the prize disparity doctrine.  

 

Yes the argument goes that the rating of the female players are lesser therefore they should not 

qualify for the same prize money. I don't quite buy that argument and believe that when an event is 

of equal status such as this and the expenses are exactly the same that perhaps, just perhaps, we 

should be as revolutionary as we were in 2005.  

 

Now Chessa has in fact been progressive in gender matters because it constitutionally guarantees 

that four seats on the exco must belong to female administrators. If we were brave enough to adopt 

this bold step in constitutional matters why should we not go one step further and announce equal 

prize money? 

 

I think we should debate these matters vigorously so that we can show other countries that we take 

our women's chess seriously. If I should conduct a comparison of medals taken at the All African 

games from 2003 to 2011 we will probably find that women have brought more medals to South 

Africa than men's chess!  



 

I trust that this article will provoke debate as there is no right and wrong answers. Each one of us is 

entitled to our own opinion and I shall be happy to enter into a debate with anyone on the merits of 

my argument. Quite simply put at the SA Closed, the Open and Women's section should receive 

equal prize money!  

 

1. Open section summary 

 

The big game between Kobese and Klassen ended in a draw! The two players maintain their lead 

over the field. 

 

Mohammed beat Denis Ovcina who has been feeling ill.  

 

Ben scored a nice victory against Charles. 

 

Daniel Barrish beat Ryan Van Rensburg in an interesting battle.  

 

Mabusela and Mosethle had a grandmaster draw. 

 

Van den Heever drew with Mnguni. After six rounds Van Den Heever has scored six consecutive 

draws!  

 

Women section summary 

 

February easily beat Modi to go into the lead. 

 

Van Zyl and Oberholzer drew their game. 

 

Frick defeated Fisher in an interesting battle.  

 

Robyn van Niekerk drew with Nina Marais  

 

Grobbelaar and Laubscher drew their game. 



 

Megan van Niekerk beat Dantelle Joubert. 

 

Senior section  

 

Goosen suffered his second consecutive loss thus probably ending his hopes for victory. He lost to 

Gordon Lawrence. 

 

Pick and Ohlson drew. 

 

Willenberg beat Saffier who is having a forgettable tournament. 

 

Lewis beat November to lead with 5/6. 

 



Bhawoodien also has 5 after beating Pesa in a very tactical game! 

 

B section  

 

Micheal James seized the initiative and beat Basson to maintain his lead. 

 

James UWC teammate beat Nkosi to maintain second place. 

 

Vermaak beat Willenberg in a well-played endgame. 

 

Jacobs beat Gandi who was standing on a hat trick!  

 

Erlank beat Mfundisi who I suspect has hidden moves under the hat he wears. 

 

Basson drew with Lawerlot. 

 

The top seed Alexander Kromhout beat Kuhlase on the last board.  

 

Under 23 

 

Du Toit beat de Jager in this clash. 

 

Khumalo drew with Essop. Khumalo is apparently not feeling so well but I suspect it’s because he is 

not eating his vegetables at supper time! 

 

Adams and Gluckman drew their game. 



 

Verster beat van Der Merwe, 

 

Bornheim beat Lubbe.  

PS 

 
Sandile plays with this cap on 

 

Regards  

Lyndon Bouah 


